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PS16’s Middle School Connection 

As our children grow, we constantly consider the next steps of their 
academic careers. Even those of us whose children are still in Kindergarten 
and Pre-K are trying to think ahead, beyond elementary school. For the 
students in 4th and 5th Grades making a well-informed choice about their 
future middle school is a much more urgent matter. 

In order to help our parents and students bridge the gap between 
elementary and middle school, and learn about the acceptance processes  
involved, Principal Watkins-Williams and the CPA Team launched the 
Middle School Connection. It is a series of workshops, where we invite 
principals and representatives of various middle schools, as well as 
academic program supervisors, to our monthly CPA meetings, to speak to 
our parents about their schools and programs available. 

Our first honored speaker of the Middle School Connection was Principal 
of MS#7, Mr. Edwin Rivera, who presented a great video program with his 
school’s highlights and engaged in a Q&A with our parents. We look 
forward to having Principal Rivera and his team again next year!
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“Christmas is the season for 
kindling the fire of hospitality in the 
hall, the genial flame of charity in 
the heart.”                                                                                                                                                   
- Washington Irving  

“Education is all a matter of building bridges.”                                                                                                                                                   
- Ralph Ellison 

(Left to Right) Associate Superintendent, Secondary Division at JCPS Ellen M. 
Ruane, Principal of PS#16 Terry Watkins-Williams, Principal of MS#7 Edwin 
Rivera, Jamie Barnashasi, Natasha Ioffe. 

The students did an amazing job performing 
at the Tree Lighting Ceremony, under the 
guidance and direction of Dr. Sean Manes 
(above) , PS16’s voice and piano teacher. 
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Christmas at PS16! 

Christmas season at our school is always a 
joyful and wonderful time. Students 
celebrate by performing a special holiday 
concert for families and friends.  

One of the most anticipated days for the 
children is when Santa Claus comes to visit. 
Santa appeared on the auditorium stage in 
his sleigh (built and decorated by our 
talented volunteer moms), posed for photos 
with students and staff, and made his rounds 
through the classrooms, handing out 
presents to the surprise and joy of the kids. 

“Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in 
fairies!”                                                                                                                                                         
- Francis Pharcellus Church 

“For it is good to be children 
sometimes, and never better than at Christmas.“                                                                                                                                                       
- Charles Dickens

The best part of doing classroom rounds with Santa was seeing the kids express 
genuine excitement and belief in miracles, as they confided to him their Christmas 
wishes and asked him about life in the North Pole. 
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“The Nutcracker is the ballet that 
keeps on giving.”  
― David H. Koch

“Music and Dancing, not only give great pleasure but have the 
honor of depending on Mathematics, for they consist in number and 
in measure…Therefore, …., to employ oneself at all this is to be a 
Philosopher and a Mathematician. ”                                ― Charles Sorel

Our own Principal Watkins-WIlliams stars as Mama Canoli in one of the performances 

Dance instructor Harumi Elders with some of her PS16 students, as statues of Liberty

Nimbus Dance Works & the  
“Jersey City Nutcracker” 

Nimbus Dance Works presented its fifth 
year of the company’s annual holiday 
tradition: Jersey City Nutcracker, which tells 
the story of two children’s urban holiday 
adventure leading them through fantasy, 
adversity and celebration and teaching 
them lessons about friendship and 
community along the way.  

Choreographed and directed by Nimbus 
Artistic Director Samuel Pott, this adaption 
of Tchaikovsky’s holiday classic was 
performed by a stand-out cast of 
professional dancers from Nimbus Dance 
Works joined by youth and adults from the 
community, including students and the 
Principal of PS16, as they portray the story's 
familiar characters – but with a Jersey City 
twist! 

Nimbus Artistic Director Samuel Pott greets 
PS16 students during an afternoon 
performance at MS#4


