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PS16’s Middle School 
Connection 

To help our parents and students 
bridge the gap between elementary 
and middle school, and learn about 
the acceptance processes  involved, 
Principal Watkins-Williams and the 
CPA Team launched the Middle 
School Connection, inviting 
principals  of various middle schools, 
as well as academic program 
supervisors, to our monthly CPA 
meetings, to speak to our parents 
about their schools and programs 
available. 
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“Middle school is kind of like Middle-
earth. It’s a magical journey filled with 
elves, dwarves, hobbits, queens, kings, 
and a few corrupt wizards. Word to the 
wise: pick your traveling companions 
well. Ones with the courage and moral 
fiber to persevere. […] This way, when 
you pass through the congested 
hallways rife with pernicious diversion, 
you achieve your desired destination—
or at least your next class.” 

 ― Kimberly Dana, Lucy and CeCee's 
How to Survive (and Thrive) in Middle 
School 

PS16’s MIDDLE SCHOOL CONNECTION LAUNCH !

Associate Superintendent, Secondary Division 
at JCPS Ellen M. Ruane, Principal of PS#16 Terry 

Watkins-Williams, Principal of MS#7 Edwin 
Rivera

AEP Program Supervisor Elizabeth 
Iannatelli, speaking about the AEP 
Program and Academy 1 School

Infinity Institute Principal Ms. 
Treniere Dobson engages in an 

extensive Q & A with parents

MS#4 Principal Joanna Veloz 
speaks with parents about her 

school its AEP Program

PARENT REVIEWS: 

“As a parent of a kindergartner, I am extremely grateful for the Middle School Connection series.  As 
you may imagine, prior to participating in the Middle School Connection series I was completely 
unfamiliar with the options for my son once he successfully completes his education at PS 16.  For my 
family, it is critical to not only identify the available options but also to begin investigating those 
options to determine what will best suit our son’s needs.  Among other things, we appreciate learning 
about the AP Programs offered at the Infinity Institute as well as the several options offered for the 
AEP.  Moreover, it was important to learn about the various after school enrichment programs offered 
at the middle schools of which we would want to take advantage.  Given today’s very competitive 
environment, I certainly believe it is never too early to start educating yourself about your child’s 
options for the future. 
Thank you again and let me ensure you that this series will surely help other parents as they prepare 
to transition their children to sixth grade and beyond.” 
- Betsy D. (Parent of a Kindergartener) 
  
“I definitely found these sessions very informative and key to how we can plan and foresee the middle 
schooling of our child. Even though our daughter is only in second grade it helps us to know how we 
can shape up her future and with what kind of preparations going ahead. We would certainly like 
these informative sessions to continue for next year only because things may change ,there maybe a 
new opportunity for middle school that may come up. 
This initiative from CPA has certainly made middle school knowledge be available easily to parents. 
Thanks.” 
 - Niti D. (Parent of a Second Grader) 

“The Middle School Connection was convenient, informative, and thorough. The program was 
incredibly helpful in guiding our decision-making. Thank you for doing this for us!” 
“We were so impressed with how quickly the Middle School Connection sessions were put together 
by the CPA. They were extremely informative and have helped us feel prepared as our child goes to 
middle school. Thank you for organizing teachers and key speakers to give us the most information.” 
- Nuveen & Jen M.(Parents of a Second and a Fifth Grader)  
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PARCC & Common Core 

A special thank you to Mr. Jason Bing, the 
JCBOE Chief Academic Officer, for 
bringing the Common Core & PARCC 
Testing Workshop to PS16 which was 
attended by a full house of teachers and 
parents.  

With the ever changing requirements, our 
teachers work very hard to infuse their 
students with the necessary knowledge 
and confidence to achieve the best results. 
Parents, in turn, are always keen to stay 
informed about the curriculum rigors and 
testing standards in order to help and 
encourage their children to succeed.  

“Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it 
is the courage to continue that counts.” 

― Winston Churchill 

“So be sure when you step, Step with care 
and great tact. And remember that life's 
A Great Balancing Act. And will you 
succeed? Yes! You will, indeed! (98 and 
¾ percent guaranteed) Kid, you'll move 
mountains.”                               ― Dr. Seuss 

“Once you learn to read, you will be 
forever free.”  

— Frederick Douglass 

“There is more treasure in books than in 
all the pirate’s loot on 

Treasure Island.” 
— Walt Disney

PS16’s  CLASSICS DRIVE  & THE VALUE OF 
A GOOD BOOK

We believe that it is never too early to expose children to age appropriate 
sophisticated literature, if only to plant a seed for the future, when they will 
rediscover classic texts in higher grades and in college. Just like with classical art 
and music we allow our children to form their own impressions, so that later in life 
the writings of Shakespeare and Charles Dickens can resonate with them on a 
higher intellectual level. That is why we began this school year with the “Classics 
Drive”, asking parents to donate abridged classical literature to the classroom 
libraries. Since then, it has been wonderful to see all the students fill up their daily 
reading logs with the likes of the Iliad, Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, and Great 
Expectations, and to be able to discuss them with our children at home! 

However, we also understand the great importance of contemporary relatable 
literature, and the need of children to be able to identify with the characters in 
the books, their struggles and their dreams. Books and stories often help 
children persevere through the challenges of life in a tremendous way, which 
can not be underestimated. That is why we encourage all reading, be it classical 
or contemporary, fictional or biographic, scientific or humorous. A good book 
can be a comfort, a healer, an entertainer, a teacher, and a friend. Read on!

One of the wonderful literary discoveries that we made this 
year was a new mystery series for children, written by an 

Academy Award winning actress Octavia Spencer, entitled 
Randi Rhodes: Ninja Detective.  

As a pilot project, a parent volunteer read this series to one 
of the PS16 second grade classes over a period of several 

weeks, and the books were an absolute hit wit the kids!  We 
hope to make this into a lasting tradition, allowing the 

parents to contribute to the learning process, and to gain a 
deeper appreciation for the role of the teacher.   

The incomparable Ms. Terry McCarthy turns reading to 
her students on Dr. Seuss Birthday into a performance! 

This year, during the Week of the Young Child, instead of the traditional souvenirs & nicknacks, we gave 
each student from Pre-K to 5th Grade, a book as a gift.


